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car, may seem like a natural progression from what we’ve seen in the past – but the world of tomorrow is as unpredictable as it is fascinating. It sounds a little

like science fiction, but it’s the next phase of industrial engineering and the world of tomorrow is a world which is either going to meet our needs or will become
a world of the past. We are, of course, talking about electronics. And the amazing things we’re now seeing in the design of electronic devices can be seen as a

direct result of one man’s vision. That man is Charles Jackson Fong, and he began his life’s work in an unlikely place: a business that sold parts to the flying
market. In 1933, Charles’ father became an agent for the British Aerial Transport Air Service, which operated a fleet of light-weight aircraft to move factory
workers and produce goods from remote areas. Charles spent his early years living in a 35-foot trailer at the airport, and the first jet he flew was his own

personal plane, which he and his father used to commute between his home and the family business. In 1953, Charles’ father died, leaving the business to
Charles, his mother and a brother who also worked in the business. Charles and his brother were fortunate: the industry was booming at the time, and business

was good, but the overseas market did not, as yet, offer the types of products that the brothers’ business specialized in – and there was no incentive for the
brothers to invest in the development of new products. However, Charles was not the man for small steps. He was a visionary who wanted to see the vision of

the future coming to life right now. So, he began to dream of automation – of machines that would not only work for him, but would automate his work, and of a
time where everyone would be equipped with the tools of the future. “In the 1950s, people thought of robots as these things you see in science fiction,” said
Mark Shultz, who manages the Boston office of Shultz Engineering. “It was a time where automation was considered almost some religion; a belief that the

unaided human being could not innovate.” But Charles
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